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Speak out,
stand up!

Rally for
Florida’s
children

BY YOLANDA COWART
Springtime Club Founder

CLEARWATER — The
Springtime Club launched
a public awareness campaign this year for its community’s cold case victims
to encourage the community to speak out for justice
and stand up for crime victims and their survivors.
The campaign is part of
the club’s 2013 National
Crime Victim’s Rights
Week (NCVRW) program
and victim’s advocacy initiative which includes activities aimed at spotlighting
the community’s unsolved
murder cases.
“Heightening the sensitivity and awareness for victim’s rights and educating
the public on the long lasting effects of murder on
the victim’s families is the
heart of the NCVRW
events and activities,” said
Springtime Club President
Donna Evans.
Accordingly, representatives from the club have
been working closely with
the Bolden and Dash families to help bring the
tragedies of Clarence
Bolden and Leon Dash Jr.
violent murders back on
the community’s radar and
in the public eye.
The survivors of unsolved murder cases need a
variety of resources, crime
See VICTIMS, page 6

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

Out of 1,500 professional golf players, only one is African American, Tiger Woods.


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

TAMPA BAY – A historical moment in golf is
set to take place right here
in the Tampa Bay area. An
all-African-American
squad of former golf professionals and local legends are gearing up to
hook young black kids on
the glories of golf.
In an effort to give
back to the community,
Four Golf Legends, Inc. is
hosting the Inaugural Golf
Tournament at Rogers
Golf Course, located at
7911 N. 30th St. in Tampa.
“We’re going to do
whatever is necessary to
help them develop an interest,” Al Williams, tour-

nament organizer explained of the expo’s main
objective to get AfricanAmerican kids excited
about the sport.
The Four Legends
consist of Charlie Owens,
Jim Dent, Sr., James
Black, and the late Willie
Black. All known for making their mark not only as
spectacular golf players,
but for making African
American history as well.
The three surviving
members are scheduled to
take part in two clinics for
kids, being held in an effort to stimulate interest in
the game. The first will
take part in the morning
on Sat., April 27, the other
to commence the following day. All children are

welcome, regardless of
age.
“Anyone can come,”
Williams said, “There’s no
charge. The younger the
better.”
In fact, Williams personally has roughly 300
golf clubs that he’s acquired throughout the
years and is willing to give
out to the kids in need. He
admits golf is expensive
after you factor in the
equipment and green time
and wants to do everything possible to create
more African Americans
in the sport.
“That’s one of the reasons you don’t have blacks
in golf,” he speculated. “It
isn’t like buying one basketball and ten kids can go

play with it.”
Modeled after the First
Tee program initiated by
the Professional Golfers
Association (PGA), the
Four Legends organization hopes to bring together young people in the
African-American community in order to help them
develop the necessary
skills to excel in the sport
of golf, while building confidence and instilling the
values of good character.
“I started playing golf
when I was eight years
old,” Williams said extolling the great benefits of
the game as he celebrated
77 years of putters and
wedges this past weekend.
See GOLF, page 7

TALLAHASSEE – Last
Mon., April 8, at the State
Capitol, the Rally for
Florida’s Children took
place. St. Petersburg City
Councilman and Florida
Campaign for Juvenile Justice (FCJJ) representative
Wengay Newton along with
supporters,
concerned
stood as one.
They were protesting
the fact that Florida jails
more children than any
other state in the union.
Children as young as nine
years old are being arrested, booked and sent to
public or private detention
facilities, and their juvenile
records are not being
sealed. Those records follow them throughout their
lives.
Since the first week of
this year’s legislative session, hundreds of Florida
citizens from across the
state stormed the Capitol
and met with legislators
and their staff to request
that bills to reform
Florida’s broken Zero Tolerance law, expand Civil Citation and diversion for first
time misdemeanant youth,
limit solitary isolation and
protect all children held in
juvenile detention should
be heard and considered.
One of the major areas
of contention is the practice
of placing youth in solitary
confinement. Senior Legislative Associate for the
ACLU Ron Bilbao said that
since the Florida legislature has refused to take action to protect our youth,

Gibbs’ Gladiator Expo
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Yolanda Cowart

ST. PETERSBURG –
Principal Stephanie Adkinson has been head
Gladiator at Gibbs High
School for nearly 18
months and already the
campus is shaking with
new vigor and increased
community commitment.
The first annual Gladiator
Expo launched into action just last week creat-

See RALLY, page 5

ing a positive and informative atmosphere where
everyone was welcome.
“One thing I’m trying
to do is be proactive in
building a relationship
with the community and
the school,” Adkinson explained, “because as you
know, Gibbs High School
is a historic community
school.”
See EXPO, page 7

Principal Stephanie Adkinson poses with the
National Honor Society at the expo.

  




Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com



    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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By Jon Wilson

Gibbs High School
class of 1963 reunion
We are joyfully in the process of completing plans for the 50th reunion for
graduates of Gibbs High School class of 1963 that will take place June 6-9.
If you have not been contacted about the event, please call Sandra Grayson
McClendon at 727-906-7881, Nettie Hannah Jackson at 727-823-8023 or
Robert “Bob” Perry at 813 938 3957. Please let us hear from you.
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Painting by Archie Boston

The McIvers lived in the gas plant district before
the storage cylinders were installed.
Last week’s history article featured
Dr. James M. Ponder and suggested
that the widely known medical figure
likely was St. Petersburg’s first AfricanAmerican doctor.
Not so, say long-time residents who
have been around enough years to
know personally, or to have heard stories about a dirt-road doctor who took
care of thousands of African Americans even before the boom of the
1920s.
His name was Dr. Samuel C.
McIver. He was here at least by 1908,
when he was listed in a St. Petersburg
city directory. He and his wife Sallie
lived at 942 2nd Ave. S, a neighborhood which in those days would have
been known as Cooper’s Quarters. The
city’s gas storage cylinders, which
gave the area its “Gas Plant” designation years later, were not installed until
1914.
The McIvers were not listed in a
1912 directory, but were noted again in
a 1918 directory, which listed them as
living at 926 9th St. N. on the eastern
edge of Methodist Town and near
Bethel AME Church. This listing also
showed Dr. McIver conducted his
practice out of his house.
The doctor used to make his
rounds in a horse-drawn buggy, oldtimers say, and as the 22nd Street
South community began to grow in the
1920s, a house call there meant a trip
into the country. Early housing there
sometimes meant four or five houses
on one lot, with one privy serving all.
By 1926, Samuel and Sallie McIver
were at 1167 2nd Ave. N. in Methodist
Town, also noted as the home of relatives Caesar McIver and his wife
Lydia. The house is remembered as a
gracious, two-story structure.

Dr. McIver continued to serve the
African-American population through
the Depression of the 1930s and possibly into the World War II years. But
1944 was the last year in which he was
listed in a St. Petersburg city directory.
Sallie McIver disappeared from the listings in the mid-1930s.
Daily newspapers did not do a thorough job of covering the black community during Dr. McIver’s day. So a
cursory search of the era’s St. Petersburg Times and the old Evening Independent online reveals very little. It
may be that a more detailed search
would turn up significant information
such as that found in obituaries, and
there may be other sources waiting to
be found.
In any case, Dr. McIver’s years in
St. Petersburg suggest he was a prominent community figure; his life and career would make a worthy research
project, perhaps for a student wishing
to break new ground.
Perhaps another clue is found in
the person of Marigold McIver. She is
listed in city directories, although it
isn’t clear whether she is related to Dr.
and Mrs. McIver. In the late 1920s, she
worked in George Bennett’s grocery
store at 902 25th St. S., and later became a teacher at Jordan Elementary
and Immaculate Conception Catholic
School. She died in 1991 in Philadelphia.
Readers, do you have any clues or
know more about the McIvers? Call Jon
Wilson (727) 488-3382, or give the
Weekly Challenger a ring. We’d love to
hear from you.
This is another in a series of articles
about St. Petersburg’s African American
history, which is being chronicled by the
African American Heritage Association.
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PCSB to vote on sale of
Southside Fundamental building
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Next Tues., April 23, the
Pinellas County School
Board (PCSB) will consider the sale of the vacant
82-year-old Southside Fundamental Middle School
building located at 1701 10
St. S. to the new University
Preparatory Academy.
Cheri Shannon, who
opened and ran a successful charter school in
Kansas City, Mo., is spearheading this effort for the
Learning Village, Inc., a
non-profit
co-operative
structured by several
south St. Petersburg organizations.
Dr. Goliath Davis, president of The Learning Village, said in an interview
last week that a number of
south St. Petersburg
based organizations, including Concerned Organization
for
Quality
Education for Black Students, banded together to
form the Learning Village.
“The mission was to
bring a charter school to
midtown. Essentially, we
worked with local individuals and entities…that didn’t have the resources to
put together a K-12 school
on their own...the idea is
that multiple entities could
operate under one roof
and share expenses,
grants and income,” said
Davis.
In the wake of the lawsuit settlement in the case
of Crowley vs. Pinellas
County School Board
which was settled in 2010,

Southside Fundamental School has been closed since 2009.
the school board has
agreed to provide 500 alternative student seats in
the mostly black midtown
neighborhoods, an area
where Pinellas County
Schools has failed to provide adequate educational
opportunities.
The vote on the sale
was originally scheduled
for Tues., April 9, but
school board members decided to put it off until
April 23 because of minor
technicalities in the contract; although, Pinellas
schools superintendent
Mike Grego and a lawyer
for the charter operator
told the School Board on
April 9 that the two sides
have agreed on a price and
are ready to proceed with
a sale, according to a recent story in the Tampa
Bay Times.
According to Pinellas
County School docu-

ments, this school has
been listed as a Capital
Outlay Classification C-3
for many years. Present
available data reflects it as
having been unsatisfactory, except for three
rooms, since before 1969.
A school listed as C-3 is unsatisfactory in one or more
major aspects.
The Request For Approval, ID #3907 further
states that this agenda
item will allow the district
to acknowledge and accept
the Florida Department of
Education’s (FLDOE) revision of Florida Inventory
of School Houses (FISH),
declaring Southside Fundamental Middle School’s
three satisfactory rooms
as unsatisfactory. This
change of condition was
executed by FLDOE on
March 15. The action
taken by FLDOE revises
FISH to reflect zero stu-

dent stations and all
spaces as unsatisfactory.
Approval of this action
gives authorization to
PCSB, by resolution of the
board, to allow Southside
Fundamental
Middle
School to be declared unnecessary for educational
purposes making it available for sale.
Interested parties are
encouraged to attend the
school board meeting and
let their sentiments be
known.
Presentations
from the public begin 30
minutes prior to the meeting. Anyone wishing to
speak will need to fill out a
simple form before the
meeting.
The school board will
convene Tues., April 23 at
5:30 p.m. in the conference
hall of the Administration
Building at 301 4th St.
S.W., Largo.

First Annual College Fun Day in the park
TAMPA — Even old rivals can come together for
cooperative ventures and
good old-fashioned fun.
That is exactly what happened Sat., April 6 at the
David Barksdale Active
Adult Center located at
1801 N. Lincoln Ave.
The
clear
skies
brought
almost
300
friends and local alumni
members of BethuneCookman
University
(BCU) and Florida Agricultural and Mechanical
University (FAMU) to the
five-hour event in MacFarlane Park.
A health fair, college
awareness presentations
and a dance were just a
few of the activities. Tshirts banners and balloons
representing
Wildcats and Rattlers were
in full display as beautiful







people old and young
came together to raise
scholarship money for
their prospective schools
As attendees munched on
fried fish and chicken
wings,
“This is the First Annual College Fun Day and
it is a collaboration
fundraiser
between
Bethune-Cookman University Alumni and Florida
A&M Alumni and all of the
proceeds will be divided
between the two schools,”
said BCU Hillsborough
County Alumni Chapter
President Andra Diggs.
Diggs proudly displayed his Wildcat pride
but he was quick to point
out this event was a collective cooperation between
the two colleges to raise
money for the scholarship
programs of both schools.

BCU Alumni Chapter President Andra Diggs.
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Blast from the past
Do you recognize the person in this photograph? If so, please give us a call
at 727-896-2922.




Deborah Gunn-Franklin
Beauty supply stores have been
firmly established throughout the black
community for years. An abundant
amount of glossy hair, wigs, attachments, jewelry and accessories greet
customers as they walk through the
door. However, one thing that you don’t
see much of is black people behind the
counter.
Now that trend is starting to change.
Not only are the mostly Asian American
owned stores hiring black sales clerks,
but also the occasional black manager.
Deborah Gunn-Franklin is now in that
unique position as a manager at the
Beauty Depot located at 2319 34th St. S.,
St. Petersburg.
The Baltimore, Md. native moved to
St. Petersburg 31years ago. Although a
licensed cosmetologist for over 28
years, Gunn-Franklin’s dream has always been to create her own first class
beauty supply store, but these tough
economic times has caused her dream
not become a reality.
As a manager, she enjoys being an
integral part of the company without
having the financial burden of owning a
business in this tumultuous economy.
“I wish I had done this a lot sooner,”
she explained. “I’ve always wanted to
be behind the scene. “I love my job.”
Gunn-Franklin has been working at
the store for five years and a year ago
became the store manager. She was
thrilled and honored when the store
owners, Roy Suh and his son John,
chose her for the job.
She feels that she was hired due to
her work ethic of perseverance and loyalty, and also because as a black person
she could accommodate the local clientele with specific questions that dealt
with black hair products and black hair
styles.
“I get excited about going to work,”
Gunn-Franklin exclaimed.
As the manager, her days can be
very diverse. They consists of overseeing all of the departments including verification of UPS deliveries, ordering
product, interacting with vendors and
creating the showcasing and placement
of product. She oversees approximately
14 full and part-time employees.
“They look at me as a mom, coun-

selor, and nurse,” Gunn-Franklin said as
she laughed. “I’m a hands on supervisor. I don’t tell them, I show them.”
New employees are taken under her
wing and are giving instruction on
everything from how to effectively organize the store and the multitude of
products, to the correct technique of applying a lace front wig. However, her
main focus is having her staff excel at
customer service.
“Customer service is number one
with us,” she stated. “I like one on one
attention. I don’t want them to point to
something the customer has asked
about. I want them to take them there.
Keep a smile on your face.”
Gunn-Franklin also stated that it is a
myth that all businesses owned by
Asian Americans are not fair to their
employees. She said emphatically that
the Suhs are “not cheap.”
She said the Suhs offers perks such
as incentive plans, bonuses for Christmas, bowling parties, dinner out several
times during the course of the year and
they buy their staff lunch on Sundays.
They have also created team lead positions in each department so there is opportunity for advancement.
“I love my job,” she concluded.” I
like meeting new people. I love the creativity.”

Free Colon Cancer Screening Opportunity
Colorectal cancer is the third most commonly
diagnosed and the third leading cause of cancer
death in the black community. About 90% of colorectal cancers are diagnosed in people ages 50 to
75. However, colorectal cancer is also one of the
most preventable, detectable, and beatable cancers! Regular colorectal cancer screenings beginning at age 50 is necessary for the best chance of
early detection. If everyone who is 50 years old
or older were screened regularly, as many as 60%
of colorectal cancer deaths could be avoided! If
you are age 50-75, now is the perfect time to get
screened! Screening saves lives.
Researchers at Moffitt Cancer Center are urging you to join the Increasing Access to Colorectal
Cancer Testing for Blacks (I-ACT) research study.
Dr. Gwede and his team of dedicated researchers
are recruiting 500 black men AND women to participate in a free colon cancer screening research

study. The goal of the I-ACT study is to increase
peoples’ awareness of colon cancer and colon cancer screening while also giving individuals the opportunity to receive a free colon cancer screening
test kit. Currently there are 120 individuals on
the study, but the work is not done. “ACT now!
Join this important study. Be the next one to enroll -it may save your life.” Dr. Gwede said. “Take
the next step for your health. Call us to see if you
qualify.”
Participation in the study is very simple and
convenient. The study staff will come to you and
if you qualify you will be paid for your time.
Those who qualify to be part of the study will receive a free screening test kit to be completed in
the comfort of your own home. Do your part ACT now! Call (813) 745-6244 or 745-6502.
* This study is made possible through funding
from the American Cancer
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Standing up for Florida’s children

 


From RALLY, page 1

 


Courtesy of

Newton's Photography Studio

The Youth in Solitary Confinement Act will be unable
to end this cruel practice.
Following
Hillsborough County’s lead, there
is a movement in St. Petersburg, propelled forward by Councilman
Newton, to adopt a similar
policy whereby first time
youthful misdemeanants
are issued a civil citation.
The statewide average
for youngsters sent to secure detention centers is
35 percent. In Pinellas
County 40 percent of
youthful offenders end up
in secure detention centers
and about 15 in 1000 students in grades K -12 were
arrested
on
school
grounds in the last year.
Pinellas is ranked second

in the state for arrests on
school grounds.
The Florida Campaign
for Juvenile Justice needs
your voice. Mon., April 15,
Councilman Newton issued an immediate call to
action to wit:
We are asking that
everyone follow up by calling the offices of President
Gatez, Speaker Weatherford and Gov. Scott. We
must ensure that our
voices are heard and we
must continue to request a
hearing on the issues that
matter most for the protection of our children. Please
call every office every day
this week. We have provided a brief script of what
FCJJ is requesting when
calling:

Dear President Gatez,
Speaker Weatherford, Gov.
Scott,
I call on behalf of the
FL Campaign for Juvenile
Justice. Since the 1st week
of session, hundreds of our
members from across FL
have visited the Capitol
and met with legislators
and their staff to request
that bills to reform FL’s
broken Zero Tolerance
law, expand Civil Citation
and diversion for 1st time
misdemeanant youth, limit
solitary isolation and protect all children in juvenile
detention be heard.
On Monday, the 1st day
of Children’s Week, over
100 of our members visited
your offices and requested
support for our bills. We

were told by your staff that
you would consider our request.
I call to follow up on our
visit. Please support SB
882/HB 947, SB 1374/HB
1039, SB 660/HB 603, and
SB 812/HB 959. Thank
you.
Speaker Weatherford
850-717-5038.
President Gatez
850-487-5001.
Governer Scott
850-488-7146.
Please get involved in
this important issue immediately, your help is
needed. Help
protect
Florida’s most vulnerable
and least represented
group, our children.
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Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.



LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday
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Brain Bowl participants place at
state competition
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Fresh from second place
wins at the statewide Brain
Bowl Competition held in
Orlando last month, competitors were received by
Mayor Bill Foster and city
councilmembers, Thur.,
April 11.
Community and educational involvement was evident at council chambers as
parents, relatives, neighbors
and church families came to
support and recognize
these youngsters from various walks of life.
Three teams from the
St. Petersburg College Center of Excellence received
second place honors at the
completion. They were
Mathematics (grades 6 - 8),
Mathematics (grades 11 12) and Black History and
Culture (grades 9 -12). The
senior high school teams
are eligible for scholarships
available to them at both
public and private in-state
colleges and universities.
According to head
coach Joan Passley of The
Elites, the team competing
on Black History and Culture prevailed in matches
against Pasco-Hernando
Community College and
Palm Beach County before

losing to the University of
Central Florida by one
point. In the double elimination round they then went
up against the Tallahassee
Area Coalition won, 11 to 6,
only to be defeated again by
the University of Central
Florida.
Captain Tajon Hinds and
his team were understandably disappointed, but that
fact was not obvious last
week in St. Petersburg City
Council Chambers. Poised,
smiling and jovial, the teens
received their recognition
from the council.
“We want you back in St.
Pete. We want to be a place
where smart young people
make their home…we care
about your ideas, we care
about what’s important to
you in our city,” said Councilman Steve Kornell
Brain Bowl is a competition organized by universities, colleges and civic
associations throughout
Florida to foster educational
achievement in minorities
and other historically disadvantaged groups. It recognizes outstanding academic
achievement and helps
focus community engagement toward academic excellence. It also helps to
foster relations among faculty at Florida colleges and
students.

Michael Kratch
received a certificate
from the City Council
for his participation
in the state Brain Bowl
Competition.
Each fall students from
schools, churches, community centers, clubs and other
organizations form Brain
Bowl teams to compete at
the local, regional and state
level. Teams winning at the
county and regional levels
advance to the state level
and may be eligible for
scholarships.
To learn more about the
Center of Excellence program at SPC, go to www.spcollege.edu or contact the
Office of Special Programs
for details at 727-341-4772.

The Elites with head coach Joan Passley, assistant coach Larry Collins,
team captain Tejon Hinds, Chyanna Passley, Brianna Collins, Bria Hope,
Anthony Munnerlyn, Owen Schofield, Christoper Schofield and
moderator Orlando Pizana - 2nd place winners in Black History and
Culture (Not pictured: Coaches Faith Wlliams, Ruby Hope,
Lacrecia Wright, Gerald Syrkett and Betty Haynes)




2013 National Crime Victim’s Rights Week
From VICTIMS, page 1

victim’s advocacy and assistance, social support, financial help, media attention,
and ongoing cold case initiatives and police investigations. But the one thing
victim’s survivors seek
most is access to information.
The families of cold
cases experience continuing difficulties and have a
high degree of need for law
enforcement liaison services as they seek answers
and justice. Information
seeking is a coping mechanism to help ease the pain
of the loss of their loved
ones, and is vital to the
emotional well-being of
these survivors.
For victim survivors’
families, such as the Boldens and Dashs, information
is power. Information from
the police can relieve anxiety, renew hope, and
strengthen their resolve.
Information from the community and witnesses can
revitalize a cold case, produce new leads, and potentially result in an arrest and
resolution for the case.
“This year the Springtime Club wanted to facilitate programs for families
that seek information about
deceased loved ones. We
see access to information
on cold cases as a victim’s
right and key role in victim’s advocacy,” said Evans.
Crime victim’s activist
Lisa Wheeler-Brown is the
2013 award recipient for
the Springtime Club’s
NCVRW Special Courage
Award. Brown knows all
too well what the families of
unsolved murders are experiencing. Her life was
turned upside down and
torn apart in 2008, after she
lost her 21-year-old son,
Cabretti Wheeler, in a violent, senseless murder.
When his homicide
case became classified as a
cold case, Brown literally
placed her life on hold for
three years dedicating each
day to search for information about the crime and
find answers that could produce leads on his case.
“Victims and victim’s
survivors need justice. The
trauma experienced by
these families is immense,
insurmountable, and that
pain is intensified by the
unsolved status of the cold
case,” said Wheeler-Brown.
Although revisiting the
murder brings grief and
trauma back to the forefront, and increases the levels of stress and turmoil,
victims’ survivors continue
to thirst for more details on
the crime and knowledge of
the case. These families understand that new information can result in new leads,
new leads can result into a
new investigation, and that
a reinvestigation could result in justice for their loved
ones.
The women of Springtime Club are also no

Meyhante Townsend was killed in 2010.
strangers to crime. Victim’s
rights and victims’ advocacy is a cause that hits
close to home. Club member Tamara Townsend is a
victim’s survivor. Her
daughter,
Meyhante
Townsend, was shot and
killed at the early age of 18
in 2010.
Townsend experienced
the horrors of the unknown
and not knowing the ugly
truth. The crime, initially
ruled a suicide, then an accidental shooting, and possibly a murder was finally
closed as caused “undetermined.”
The mysterious circumstance of Meyhante’s death
is still an emotional rollercoaster for her mother.
Knowing that someone
brutally murdered your
loved one and that they are
still at large causes a
tremendous amount of fear
and anxiety. But not knowing who they are, what happened, why they did it, or
where they are can become
debilitating.
Townsend believes that
information, no matter how
difficult, can empower the
victim’s families and help
them to move forward. She
believes that understanding what happened dispels
the suspicions that can paralyze a murder victim’s
family and prevent the parent of a murdered child
from moving on with their
lives.
“The unknown is agonizing. Families have a better chance of survival if
they can confront the horror.” “The more details a
victim’s survivor learns, the
better they are able to put
the tragedy into perspective and behind them,” said
Townsend.
The Springtime Club
hopes their 2013 NCVRW
cold case project will make
a meaningful contribution
to its victims’ advocacy initiatives and public awareness campaign for victim’s
rights by raising the consciousness of the community and its responsiveness
to the needs of crime victims.
The Club anticipates
that this year’s campaign
will encourage witnesses of
crimes to stand up for justice and the community to
speak out on behalf of

Leon Dash, Jr.
was killed in 2007.
crime victims by proactively cooperating with police to deter violence.
But more importantly,
the ultimate goal is to create enough attention, compassion and sensitivity for
the victim’s and their families that it will encourage
someone to come forward
with information and provide new leads in cold
cases, so that victim survivors like Ladwayna Dash
Gilghrest can find closure.
“Our family needs to
put a face on my brother’s
killer, we want to know who
could do such a horribly violent and horrifically vicious thing, and we don’t
want to see another family
suffer the same fate by the
same hand,” said Gilghrest.
Gilghrest’s
brother,
Leon Dash, Jr., was beaten
to death while trying to
break up a fight for a teen
event at the Atrium Martini
Bar, a night club in downtown Clearwater. He died
on July 30, 2007, at the age
of 48. The Springtime Club
will be hosting additional
vigils and candlelight services for Dash’s family in
July around the anniversary of his death.
The Springtime Club
will kick off National Crime
Victim’s Rights Week
tonight, April 18, at 6 p.m.
in City Hall, 112 S. Osceola
Ave. in Clearwater. Mayor
George N. Cretekos will be
on hand to present them
with a proclamation declaiming so. The actual
week of observance will
take place April 21 - 27.
You can get more information on The Springtime
Club’s NCVRW activities
by visiting the Springtime
Club Community on facebook.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs Gladiator Expo was a hit

Black golf legends

From EXPO, page 1

From GOLF , page 1

Music at the expo gets students dancing.
And since taking the
reins as principal, she noticed a need to bridge the
gap between the students
that attend and the general
community around the
campus. Her goal: to bring
the families back on
school grounds.
“The more you create
opportunities like this in
bringing people back,” Adkinson elucidated, “the
more support you’re going
to build over time.”
And it was a hit.
Although in years past
Gibbs has hosted similar
events, this is the first time
the school endeavored to
kick off festivities right
after school let out. Wanting it early enough for kids
to take part, yet late
enough for parents to attend after work, the new
timeframe helped the
expo shine.
Of course the main
event of the evening was
guest
speaker
Eric
Thomas. Known as the
hip-hop preacher, Thomas
hails from the streets of
Detroit and wasted no
time telling his story. A
published author and paid
speaker, Thomas is proud
to say he’s made something of his life, despite
being dealt some pretty
bad cards growing up.
“I started off at the bottom,” he bluntly stated to
the crowd of gathered parents at the expo, “but what
you don’t know is I’m a
high school dropout [and]
my mother was a teenage
mother.”
But Thomas didn’t
dwell on his rough upbringing. A motivational
speaker and minister, instead he spoke of bringing
back respect toward
schools and family values.
“There was a time back
in the day when our priority was everyone sitting
down at the dinner table
and eating together, talking together,” Thomas discussed. “Our fathers were
in our lives back in the
day.”
And although times
have changed and families
have found themselves
struggling just to stay
afoot, Thomas hopes his
words inspire parents to
become more involved no
matter their circumstances, and students to
start seeing school as a
means to an end no matter
how much they may detest attending.
“I tell you I hate school
because sometimes in life
you have to do what you
don’t want to do,” Thomas

Motivational speaker Eric Thomas

Pastor Joseph Mitsch and wife Lieska
eulogized. “It’s not science
and social studies. Stop
looking at it like that. It’s
cha-ching.”
The students received
a special in school seminar
from Thomas, his words
inspiring and uplifting,
while staff at Gibbs had a
chance to speak with him
at the end of the school
day.
The expo continued
into the late afternoon
with every facet of the
school involved; showcasing student art, clubs, and
special events Gibbs has
to offer. TASCO (Teen
Arts, Sports, and Cultural
Opportunities) was on
hand with entertainment
and information pertaining to teenage events and
happenings in the community.
Beaming
Hope
Church passed out free
food and allowed teens
and families to partake of
donated clothes at no cost
to them.
Pastor Joe and his
church crew frequently
visit low income neighborhoods and mobile home
parks to assist the less fortunate, but felt helping the
community at Gibbs
would be a good platform
to support the merger Adkinson is attempting to
create between the school
and its neighboring residents.
“We just take our
trailer to different areas,”
said Mary Alice Reed a
member of Beaming Hope
Church. “This is our first

school.”
The expo extravaganza
also spotlighted the newly
hired head football coach,
Rick Kravitz who was
there to meet the community and answer any questions about the upcoming
season.
Adkinson also created
the Alumni Challenge
where past students are
encouraged to become
and stay involved with
their Alma Matter by attending school events. A
recognition trophy will be
passed along to the graduating class that has the
most participants at each
school function and a
plaque displayed with the
winning class.
“This won’t be just a
onetime thing,” promised
Adkinson,
“Whichever
class has the most participants, that’s the one we’re
going to recognize.”
So if you missed the
Gladiator expo this year,
no worries, Adkinson
plans to continue on her
mission of bridging the
gap between Gibbs and
the local community. As
well as squelching the
negative reputation sometimes associated with the
school.
“We will continue to
create a vehicle that our
families and community
are involved in,” Adkinson
reiterated. “We want to
make sure people recognize there are some great
things going on here.”

   

      

“I’m starting this organization hoping we can help
black kids get more interested.”
And he envisions the
participation of Black, Dent
and Owens as a way to
make it happen. Planning to
lead by example, Williams
and the crew hope to travel
the south implementing
their clinics and tournaments to introduce golf to
African-American children
and help them develop an
interest in the game.
Historically,
African
Americans have achieved
enormous success in golf.
From golf greats such as
Lee Elder, the first African
American to play in the
Masters, to Calvin Peete,
who is notable for winning
12 PGA Tour Tournaments
and was once considered
the most bountiful AfricanAmerican winner until Tiger
Woods stepped on the circuit.
In a sport where African
Americans were once
banned entirely from competing, Williams doesn’t understand why there aren’t
currently more black participants in golf, particularly
the PGA Tour.
Williams has been active
in the sport for decades and
brought his son up to love
the game and believes more
African Americans would
follow in the footsteps of the
four legends if they just
gave it a chance.
“My son is a professional golfer and I started
him when he was two years

Coordinator Alfred Williams
old,” Williams disclosed as
he reiterated how more
African Americans could
make a living in the sport.
“They started from nothing.
They were just little kids
when they started.”
In addition to the clinics,
the golf expo promises two
days of spectacular events.
On Saturday look for an
awards dinner honoring the
four legends, as well as special guest Calvin Peete. And
on Sunday, individual players and foursomes are welcome to compete in a
shotgun start as well as
Four Man Scrabble. If interested in competing in the

tournament, don’t delay,
registration ends April 22.
So if you’re looking to
have a little fun, check out
their website at Fourgolflegends.org for team and individual
registration
information and prices.
But if you’re just aiming
to get your kid started in the
game of golf, no registration
is necessary.
Just “show up, that’s all,”
Williams suggested of any
child interested in checking
out the game and meeting
the legends of golf, perhaps
even shaking their hands.
“This is our way of giving
back.”
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MOVERS & SHAKERS
Celeste Thomas: Closing the
achievement gap

Celeste Thomas has
one thing on her mind: improving the educational
system. Although her job
as a grants specialist for
Pinellas County Schools in
the office of Advanced
Studies and Academic Excellence is demanding, she
finds the time to pursue her
doctorate in Curriculum
and Teacher Education at
the University of Florida.
As a grants specialist,
Thomas supports programs with Race to the Top
Dollars that increase the
number of underrepresented students including
minorities and girls in
(STEM) Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics accelerated
courses and careers.
She is excited about the
recent partnership of Pinellas County Schools with
Let’s Go Boys and Girls.
Let’s Go Boys and Girls is a
non-profit agency with the
mission to inspire and support underserved students
and encourage them to become STEM professionals.
This month, the partners
will create 10 new STEM
clubs in elementary and
middle schools throughout

the district.
“We are in need of mentors to volunteer and share
their expertise. If you are a
retired math, science or
technology teacher, retired
engineer or someone who
would just like to make a
difference in the life of a
child, please consider volunteering and supporting a
STEM club in your community,” said Thomas

This married mother of
two is so busy hitting the
books or helping others hit
the books, she barely has
any spare time. When she
does, she enjoys spending
it with her family,
If you are interested in
becoming a mentor, please
contact Celeste Thomas for
more information at 727588-6000, ext. 2167 or email
thomasce@pcsb.org

The Weekly Challenger would like to
thank the Dimmitt Automotive Group
for the use of their cars and showroom.
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727-866-1728
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Daphne Carter: A virtuous
volunteer

Daphne Carter moved
to St. Petersburg in 2005
from South Carolina. This
Chicago native served her
country for nine years in
the United States Army
where she was stationed
all over the world. While
in the army, a sense of
helping those less fortunate was instilled in her
that has never gone away.
For the past two years
she has volunteered her
time working at the Storehouse of America food
pantry which is housed at
the Enoch Davis Center.
She is also currently sponsoring a young man in the
2013 Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation.
Carter takes time out
to give sound Christian
council, love and support
for those who are struggling to stay clean from
substance abuse.
“I know from experience that Christ is everything in our lives,” said
Carter.
From living in the Sophie Samson Center of
Hope transitional housing
to home ownership, she
feels blessed by God, and
shows her appreciation by
helping other. Carter attends community events
collecting information to
pass on to those in need.
“I attend mental health
conferences,
housing
fairs and health fairs; I go
to them all,” she said. “I
take pride in being resourceful. I fell it is my
duty.”
Carter has two elderly
friends she visits at two

different nursing homes.
She brings them special
homemade treats and sits
with them enjoying their
time together.
Being a top-notch
Avon sales representative,
she doesn’t have to sit behind a desk eight hours a
day. Selling Avon allows
her balance work and volunteerism, and she no
slack at selling either. She
was recognized as the
Best New Sales Professional in the District for
2012 and has been inducted into Avon’s Honor
Society for 2011-13.
Carter attends church
at World Outreach Ministries where Pastor Bill
Jessie presides over the
congregation. On any
given Sunday, you can
find this faithful servant
singing on the praise
team, preparing setup and
breakdown of the sanctuary, helping out with ushering or in the finance
department.

In her spare time, she
enjoys traveling all over
these United States. Currently she has set foot in
40 states and the District
of Columbia. She plans to
travel to the other 10 in
the near future.
If not on the road, you
can find her on her computer researching leads
that can help her point
others who need help in
the right direction.
“I research all types of
things,” said Carter, “so
that I may help lead someone in the right direction
and let people know what
the world has to offer.”
Carter advises everyone to seek wisdom from
God and follow his wise
council because through
his Word, anything is possible.
If you would like
beauty tips from Daphne
Carter for your outside as
well as your inside, go to
www.youravon.com/daph
necarter

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!
NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification
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www.helpushelpuinc.org
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Spartans serving the community
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Coach Corey Moore is
quite successful on the football field. He has coached a
large amount of seniors into
receiving football scholarships to UCF, NC State,
Toledo and other colleges.
But off the field, he continues to shape and mold the
lives of young men. That is
what a coach in supposed to
do.
Recently, Moore and his
troops have been quite visible in the community. They
have attended several area
churches, and Saturday he
had the team out feeding
the homeless. His players
got a firsthand look at how
life really is for the less fortunate.
Young men need to
learn to give back to their
community by doing things
that will uplift someone
else’s spirits. What Moore
is doing is teaching boys
how to become men.
“Their first priority is
their academics and to be
well rounded individuals
which can carry a young
man through the journey of
life,” said Moore.
Teams doing this type of

service work are few and
far between. When players
reach the collegiate level,
they will be called upon to
perform community service work, and these guys
will feel right at home.
Moore has the right idea to
get his players to become
acclimated to giving back.

Football is more than
just a game; it is about shaping and molding the lives of
young men. Preparation for
the game of life is very imperative, and Coach Moore
has definitely implemented
a great plan of development
for the minds of his young
charges.

Gibbs new head football coach
seeking community support
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - A
once storied football program is seeking to regain its
prominence. In years pass,
they produced some fine
professionals
such
as
Melvin Rogers, Glen Edwards and Shaun King just
to name a few; however, in
the last seven years, there
have been four different
head coaches. This time,
hopefully, they have the
right man to turn around the
program.
New coach Richard
Kravitz is bringing a wealth
of knowledge and experience to Gibbs which will
prove to be valuable once he

and his staff hit the ground
running. Right now, however, he will really need the
support of the alumni and
businesses around the community.
Coming up on his
agenda will be visits to local
churches to introduce himself and give people a firsthand look at what he’s going
to bring to the program and
what he is willing to do in
the community.
Kravitz is no stranger to
this community; in the early
1980s he helped revive a
dead program at Lakewood
High School where he
coached Ernest Givins,
Henry Johnson and Richard
Barkley.
If you check out his re-

sume it is quite impressive,
and if you are a connoisseur
of high school football you
can bet that he and his staff
will field a team that will
fight until the last whistle.
If you are a business
owner or a former alumnus
who wishes to help the new
coach, there is a way of
going about it. You can get in
touch with Javan Turner the
athletic director.
Finally, it would be a
great interest to rally around
Kravitz and support him in
his future endeavors. Trust
me on this, if your son is academically sound, Kravitz,
who has connections, will
help get your son a football
scholarship. Coach Kravitz
is the real deal.

School of Survival hosts
first tournament
SAROSOTA — The Shihan School of Survival
hosted its first youth Karate
Championship on last
month at the Sarasota Military Academy, 801 N Orange Ave., Sarasota. Martial
arts students participated
from schools located as far
away as Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Orlando, Ocala, and
of course, Pinellas County.
Open to youth of all levels with several different
styles, students competed
in forms, sparring, weapons
and self-defense. Over 140
students competed, and
over 80 spectators turned
out in support of this event.
For a first tournament
hosted by Shihan Walter
Evans, everyone in attendance was very pleased
with the community feel,
level of competition and attention to details that the
tournament provided. Spectators and competitors
never missed a moment as
they witnessed the excitement of a real martial arts
tournament.
Not only was this the
first tournament organized
by Evans, but it was also the
first tournament for several
of his students from Pinellas County. He recognizes
the value of teaching martial arts to our youth, and
operates an outreach
school servicing Mariners
Point, the Sanderlin Center
and Academy Prep. Although many of the students were beginners,
students from each school
performed very well.
Students from Mariners
Point earned six trophies in
total.
Seven-year-old
Jo’Teisha Thomas, a student in Evans’ Sanderlin
Center program, brought
home first place in her sparring match.
Jahron Williams, a seventh grader at Academy
Prep, brought home a first
and second place trophy.

Knicks’ Rasheed Wallace retires again from NBA
BY BRIAN MAHONEY
AP Basketball Writer

GREENBURGH, N.Y. (AP) —
New York Knicks forward Rasheed
Wallace retired again from the
NBA on Wednesday after he was
unable to recover from a left foot
injury.
Shortly after coach Mike Woodson said Wallace was still struggling with soreness, the Knicks
made the announcement in a press
release.
“Rasheed has given this team
everything he had,” Woodson said
in the statement. “He is a winner,
true professional and leader on and
off the court. Due to his injury, he
will not be available to play for us
during the playoffs. We owe this
season’s success to veterans like
Rasheed.”
It’s a damaging blow for the
Knicks, who loaded up on veteran
big men this season but have now
lost two of them for good in Kurt
Thomas and Wallace, and have gotten almost nothing from Marcus
Camby.
Also, Amare Stoudemire’s status for the postseason is unclear as
he recovers from right knee surgery.
The Knicks added another big
man Wednesday by signing Earl

Barron.
Wallace, 38, ended a two-year
retirement this season to join the
Knicks and play for Woodson, who
was an assistant in Detroit when
Wallace helped the Pistons win the
2004 NBA title. The 6-foot-11 forward was a key player off the
bench during the Knicks’ strong
start, but hadn’t played since December before returning Monday
against Charlotte.
Wallace, who had surgery to repair a broken left foot on Feb. 28,
lasted only 4 minutes before exiting because of continued soreness.
Woodson said during the
Knicks’ morning shootaround that
Wallace was still bothered by pain
and it wasn’t known if he would be
able to play Saturday against
Boston in the postseason opener.
“Again, it’s not my foot, so I
don’t know,” Woodson said. “I
mean, as long as I’ve known him,
he’s had a high tolerance for pain,
but obviously it’s bothering him
and we’re going to have to be cautious of that.”
The Knicks expect Tyson
Chandler (bulging disk) and
Kenyon Martin (sprained left
ankle) to be ready for the opener.
Thomas was waived recently to
free up a roster spot after his season ended because of a stress frac-

ture in his foot. The Knicks were
hoping Wallace would be able to
give them a few minutes a game in
the postseason, but Woodson acknowledged earlier Wednesday
that the soreness was a “big problem.”
“Again guys, I’m not a doctor
and I’ve never had foot problems,
so I can’t even begin to relate to
what these cats are going through.
But only thing (is) I feel for them,
because I do know that they do
want to be on the floor,” Woodson
said. “They feel like that they can
help us and right now that’s not the
case with Rasheed.”
Wallace retired after helping
the Celtics reach the 2010 NBA Finals. Woodson reached out to him
in the offseason about a comeback,
seeking Wallace’s defensive toughness and veteran leadership. But
Wallace could only deliver it for 21
games in his 15th season, averaging 7.0 points and 4.0 rebounds in
about 14 minutes per game.
Woodson said Carmelo Anthony, J.R. Smith and Jason Kidd
also won’t play Wednesday in the
regular-season finale against Atlanta. He added that Quentin
Richardson, who was signed Tuesday, could play significant minutes
with the Knicks so short-handed.

Soke LiL John Davis, left, and Shihan Walter Evans

Evan refereeing at competition.

Carina Pexa

Jo Teisha Thomas takes
first place in sparring.

When asked how he felt
after completing his first
tournament, Jahron answered, “It was awesome to
participate in my first karate
tournament; winning first
place in sparring made me
feel more confident about
my skills.”
Jahron fellow classmates, Amari Royal and
Tarel
Robinson
also
brought home trophies.
Each student was very ex-

cited and proud of their participation in the tournament.
Evans is also proud of
his accomplishments; not
only is he the instructor of
so many successful students, he is one of the first
African Americans to bring
a martial arts tournament
to the Greater Tampa Bay
area. He is truly doing great
things for the youth of our
community.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family



     






  

  

 




  

   









 





Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.






 





 
 

 

 















 




Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.












Victory Christian Center Church

  

    



  
  
     
   
 



  


 

  
 
 





   
    
   
   
  
   
    












  
 

 



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.


  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





 
 

 
 







 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





  



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC

BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and healing for a world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Events for April 2013
Apr 22 - PIZZA Ministry
from 6-8 p.m. Presenting
Gospel Magic to St. Mark

Children along with the Children in the Child’s park Community.
Bible
Stories,
Moonwalks, Games and lots of
Pizza. Held at St. Mark.
Apr 23 - Church OutingNew Jerusalem M. B.
Church-7:30 p.m.
Apr 26-29 - Road Trip to
Hattiesburg, Miss. and the
Antioch M.B. Church for the
dedication of their new
church edifice.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out study the Bible with

us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Join us as we embark on
our continuous exciting journey for 2013 in His glory and
honor. We will saturate the
year with a focus to introduce
Jesus Christ to our community.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. If this season you have not visited a
church, we cordially invite you

to come and fellowship with
us!
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Service starts at 7:45
and 10:45. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First

Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held Wednesday
evenings at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and Biblebased teaching ministry; with

priorities focused on Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these
principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage the community to make use
of our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
The Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet is scheduled for Saturday, May 25, at

6:30 p.m. in the church Fellowship Hall. The theme this year
is “I Can, I Will, I Must.” Tickets are now available for this
annual event hosted by the
Scholarship Ministry; which
helps provide scholarships for
our graduates. Call church office at 727-327-0554 for additional information.
April Event: Family Meeting, Friday, April 19 7 p.m.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554.
Fax: 727-327-0240.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.co
m. Website: www.bmmbc.org.

United for Christ Freewill Church
United for Christ invites
you to our pastor’s and
church’s fourth anniversary
celebration Sun., April 21 at 4
p.m. The guest speaker will
be Pastor Frank Peterman, Jr.
from the Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church.

Thurs., April 25 at 7 p.m.
the guest speaker will be Rev.
Ron Brown from the Reach
The Unreached Holiness
Church.
Fri., April 26 at 7 p.m. the
guest speaker will be Pastor
Clarence Williams from the

Greater St. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church
Sun., April 28 at 11 a.m.
the speaker will be Rev.
Joseph Gordon, and at 4 p.m.
Pastor Clarke Hazley, Sr., from
Mount Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church.

Precious memories,
how they linger…
[Excerpt from: ”God’s Eyes Beholding the
City” documentary/trailer on YouTube]
“Precious memories, unseen angels
sent from somewhere to my soul. How
they linger ever near me and the sacred
past unfold. Precious memories, how they
linger, how they ever flood my soul. In the
stillness of the midnight, precious sacred
scenes unfold. Precious father, loving
mother, fly across the lonely years and old
home scenes of my childhood, in fond
memory, appear. In the stillness of the
midnight, echoes from the past, I hear old
time singing, gladness bringing from that
lovely land somewhere. As I travel on life’s
pathway, know not what the years may
hold. As I ponder, hope grows fonder precious memories flood my soul.”
I can still see my mother in the kitchen
singing this song as I’ve heard her sing
many times before when I was a child.
Every now and then the Holy Spirit will
flood my soul with this song. I experienced
a lot of fond memories from my childhood
in our home. It was a very large white colonial style house with a wrap-around porch.
I was born there. Before that area was labeled Methodist Town or Jamestown it
was known simply as the north side of
downtown. Neighbors would gather on
our porch to watch TV as we were one of
the few who owned one. This house had
been in my family for generations. Not
only my family but other families like the
O’neals, Hookers, Clarks, Monroes, Mr.
Leroy, Dorseys, and Bill Dean were forced
out of our community.
Only the AME Church and the little
white chapel styled Church with a white
congregation on the corner was allowed to
stay. Sears & Roebuck became Pinellas
County Health Center and the land that
housed small cottage styled homes were
replaced with the Grayhound Bus Station.
“Don’t worry, be happy” my grandparents
and parents were told as it was for the
good of the city’s future growth. Not only
was our home and community demolished
but the corner of 10th street and 2nd Avenue North was redrawn and erased off
the map but not from our memory. A senior high rise now sits in the heart of where
I spend my early childhood. My home was
filled with precious memories. This was
only the 2nd Chapter that followed disenfranchising black people in the Northeast-

ern quarters of the city. This has made it
is very difficult for me even today to drive
on MLK, Jr Drive around 2nd Avenue
North, as well as other places downtown.
All of St.Petersburg is now being seen
as waterfront property. It’s only 61.7
square miles. She’s beautiful and overall, a
clean city though most of the streets on
the Southside are not paved, potholes are
not filled like other areas are on a regular
basis. Is this for the good of the future
growth of the city? Indeed, precious memories fill my soul in the midnight of how
she was once hailed as a great place to
raise children and was full of mom and pop
businesses. Today there is little to no retail
space or land available to start a business
on the Southside that’s independent of the
city’s ownership. God has a destiny for
Saint Petersburg which cannot be eased.
She has been incorporated as a legal municipality twice and 22nd Street has always
been the Main Street of this city, not Central Avenue. Therefore we are now the
only city in America that has two main
streets.
There is nothing new under the sun or
the SON! The Hebrew Israelites, upon
being taken captives as slaves to the Babylon Empire, was asked to sing their songs
about Zion. Their response was how ‘shall
we sing the LORD’S song in a strange
land?’ However, they vowed to never forget
Jerusalem and their heritage [Psalms
137:1-9]. How then should those who are
the posterity of the forced immigrants that
was taken from the whole land of Ethiopia
respond when their communities become
destroyed through gentrification and are
looked upon as connivance, comfort, or a
commodity? For sure we cannot become
bitter or we will bite the bait of Satan. We
must forgive them as they really don’t
know what they are doing. But rather use
the experience to remember Jerusalem,
the ancient of days and your biblical heritage before slavery. Return to the God of
our Father. He will return to us and manifest our victory so that He will be glorified
[Isaiah 57:12-15]. We love our city and we
are praying God’s glory be revealed. Many
are wanting to breakout and rejoice in
singing songs of Zion while calling on the
name of our Great God but are unsure if
the city of St. Petersburg is ready for His
visitation.
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